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FOR COMMERCE AND EXIMBANK 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP ETRD TD 

SUB J : EARLY WARNING-GOTT TO CALL FOR BIDS ON A 42" PIPELINE 

1. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. THE GOVERNMENT OF TRINIDAD AND 
TOBAGO (GOTT) HAS ANNOUNCED THAT IT WILL SOON CALL FOR 
BIDS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A 40 MILE LONG, 42 INCH 
DIAMETER NATURAL GAS PIPELINE. THIS PIPELINE WILL CONNECT 
AMOCO'S SHORE INSTALLATIONS AT GALEOTA POINT (SOUTHEAST 
TRINIDAD) WITH THE POINT LISAS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AREA, 

ON TRINIDAD'S WEST COAST. THE PIPELINE ROUTE WILL CROSS 
DIFFICULT TERRAIN, MUCH OF IT RELATIVELY INACCESSIBLE. 

PLANS FOR THE PIPELINE AND DETAILS FOR THE BID CALL ARE 
NOW BEING PREPARED WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF A FRENCH 
CONSULTING FIRM. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

2. COMMENT: TECHNOLOGY AND EXPERIENCE SHOULD GIVE U.S. FIRMS 
AN ADVANTAGE IN BIDDING ON THIS PROJECT BUT THE GOTT WOULD 
SORELY LIKE TO SEE THE AWARD GO TO ALMOST ANY OTHER COUNTRY, 
IN ORDER TO REDUCE TRINIDAD'S DEPENDENCE UPON THE 

U.S. IN PETROLEUM EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT. THUS 
U.S. FIRMS WILL NEED STRONG SUPPORT FROM COMMERCE AND 
EXIMBANK TO OVERCOME THIS DISADVANTAGE. 
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